April 6, 1998

Arnhart Cemetery Association News Letter:

To: All concerned,

The Arnhart Cemetery Association is pleased to announce that we were very successful in our goal to install a fence around the Cemetery. This was completed the later part of September 1997. A special thanks to all who contributed money to make this possible. During the year we collected a total of $2005.00. There was a cost of $1500.00 to get the fence installed. We now have about $705.00 left in the fund. Our records show that the following people made contributions during the year, Virgil Eskridge, Lloyd Bixler, Thelma McCutcheon, Thomas W.Arnhart, Jesse Huie, Ollie Belle Koone, Delores Arnhart, Sammie Armstrong, Bobbie Pike, Lucille Mulkern, Thomas S. Arnhart, Nina Petrolati, David Arnhart, Robert Eskridge, Autry Family, Gibby family, Shirley Moss, W.J. McCutcheon, Bill and Leda Mae Hudson, Elvie McAtee, J.D. Bixler, Lisa Lott, Mary Downey, Jill Vinsant, Patricia Miller, Tom and Patsy Goates, Karen (Bixler) Piazza, and Ila Hefner. 

We were also able to go in and clean the cemetery of all the brush and  weeds etc. We can now see all of the markers. There has been a big change in the appearance since we started  working on it. I know that our ancestors would be proud to know that we are trying to preserve their final resting  place. It regret to think that we neglected to care for this cemetery for all of these years. 

Some work has been done on the road to the top of the hill. There is still some work that will be needed by the County Judge to get the road in shape so that we will be able to get in during any time of the year by car. 

We are also working on a Cemetery signs to be installed at the entrance to the access road leading to the Cemetery. This should be accomplished sometime this year.  

No attempt has been made at this time to make any arrangements to hire a caretaker to do the cleaning. I feel that before we do this we should make sure that we will have the funds to support a care taker. My family and I will do the care taker duties for this year or, until we can determine if the support is going to be there. 

One way we thought we could support the care fund is through a membership fee to be established by the membership. I would think that a minimum $25.00 dollar paid during any calendar would be a fair fee to charge for something like this. This could be paid through out the year to prevent any hardship. To be an active voting member, a total contribution of $25.00 dollars must be paid for the year. This is open for debate and will have to be decided during the first annual meeting. There would not be a maximum amount for people who want to contribute more during the year.

We will continue to need support to achieve our long term goal to provide for the care of the cemetery. You may continue to make donations to Clinton State Bank Clinton, AR 72031(remember to make your  donations,  marked for the Arnhart Cemetery fund not to any individual), You may also mail your donations to me, Thomas W. Arnhart, 116 Oaklawn Dr., Conway, AR, 72032, or you may send them to Karon Piazza, 3415 64th St. Springdale, AR, 72762, or William H. Arnhart, 1101 Camp Tah Kadal, Batesville AR, 72501.

We are interested in hearing from all of the the families who have folks buried in this cemetery. We know that the following families have relatives buried there, Arnhart, Barnes Cooper, Copeland, Eskridge, Emerson, Lott, McCutcheon, Millsaps, Pruett (Pruit) and Rankin. From the information that we have the Cemetery was established about 1850 on the homestead of Jacob Arnhart, and his son Benjamin Arnhart. Jacob stated in his application for the patent for the land that he had been living there since the first day of January, 1850. There were about forty different families living in that area in 1850, which was known as the Hartsuggs Twshp. This cemetery was the only one close to this area, and I believe it would have been the one that all of the early settlers used. Now that we are able to see all of the markers, we will try to get an accurate count of the number of graves. I would guess there are between sixty and seventy. Our latest discovery was a marker with the name Reuben Millsapps. There were about five or six Millsaps families living in this area during this period of time. 

Presently we have the following individuals who have been selected as the initial board of directors who will serve until the first annual meeting of the members or until their suscessors are elected: William Henry (Hank) Arnhart, Karon Bixler Piazza, and Thomas S.Arnhart, The officers of the association are Lucille Mulkern Secretary, Treasurer, and Thomas W. Arnhart. The officers of the association are to be elected by the board of directors from the membership. As you can see this leads us to setting a meeting date, for our first annual meeting. We propose that this meeting be held the second Saturday in May, at 1:00 PM, 1998, at the Crabtree Community Bldg. Crabtree is a community about 11 miles from Clinton, AR on Highway 16 West. This building is on the left side of the highway going West. It is also close to the Crabtree Cemetery.I would like to have your suggestions and input as to what your thoughts are concerning this Association or the proposed meeting. Copies of the Articles Of  Association, are available for any one that does not have a copy. If you do not have a copy and would like an advanced copy, let me know and I will send you a copy.    
Question about this news letter may addressed to me at the following address:

Thomas W. Arnhart

116Oaklawn Dr.

Conway, AR 72032

Ph (501) 327 4869

E-mail twa@ipa.net 
