March 21, 1999

Arnhart Cemetery Association News Letter:

TO: All concerned members and donors, 

During the annual metting in May of last year we elected the new board of directors,

Mr. W.J. McCutcheon 5 years,  term expires  2003/

Ms. Karon Bixler Piazza 4 years, term expired  2002,

Thomas S. Arnhart 3 years, term expires year 2001,

The Officers for President and secretary were also elected, 

Lucille Mulkern Secretary Treasure,

Thomas W. Arnhart President,

The date and time for the Annual meeting was established as follows:

 Date: 2nd Saturday in May, Annually. 

Time: 1200PM Lunch. Meeting at 100.PM. 

Place: Crabtree Community Bldg, Crabtree AR, about 9 miles West of Clinton, AR on State Highway 16. This building is on the left side of the road going west. Following the meeting we will visit the cemetery for those who wish to do so. We would encourage you to bring a few flowers along as a memorial. We did this last year and it sure does make a difference in the appearance of the place, and it shows that someone does care. These folks buried there have been forgotten for to many years. We must remember these folks are our roots, and with out them we would not be here to day. We urge each and every one to try and make this meeting, as we will discuss many items that we are not able to include in this newsletter. In addition if you have something that you want brought up let us know in advance so it can be addressed.

The fee for membership in the Association was set at $25.00 annually to run from January through Dec of each year. Donations for a larger and or smaller amount during the year will be accepted. Donations can always be made by sending them to Regions Bank, Clinton AR 72031, or sending them to Thomas Arnhart, 116 Oaklawn Dr. Conway, AR 72032, or Karen Piazza 3415 S 64th St Springdale, AR 72762. Please make your checks payable to the Arnhart Cemetery fund. 

 List of donors for 1998 are:

A. Gibby,C. Autry,H. Moody,Bobbie Pike, Melinda Worthen, Virgil Eskridge, Ollie Koone, Lucille Mulkern, Sammie Armstrong, W.H. Arnhart, T.W. Arnhart (2), T.S.Arnhart, Elvie McAtee, Shirley Hodges, W.J. McCutcheon, Lindon Jacobs, Willie & Mary McCutcheon McKay, David Arnhart,  Karon Piazza, Leon & Wilma Emerson, Opal & Leon White, Michael and Lu Lin Lott, Lisa Lott, Fred Smith, Loydale 
Richardson and Alvis Dexter ( A.D.) Arnhart (2). 

The Arnhart Cemetery Association is pleased to announce that during the past year we accomplished several things that may be of some interest to you. 

We started the year with $705.00 dollars in the account. Thanks to your effort during the year we were able to purchase 2ea certificates of deposit, one for $1000.00 dollars, and one for $500.00 dollars. If our contributions are favorable this year we hope to be able to add to our C.D. fund again this year. I think we should establish a goal of $3000.00 to $4000.00 over the next few years that will give us enough in interest income to hire a caretaker to care for the cemetery. If we can collect $500.00 dollars in donations for the next four or five years we can just about achieve our goal. This will be an item for discussion during the next annual meeting. You will also notice that our Bank name has changed from Clinton State Bank to Regions Bank. With this change in banks also came a change in the way our account is maintained. We now have to maintain a $200.00 balance in our savings account. If we drop below that they will charge us a $6.00 service charge for each quarter we are below the minimum. We will ensure that we maintain the minimum to avoid the charge.

 Signs were made and installed at the entrance to the access road. We made double signs that can be seen from either direction on the county road. This were donated without any charge to the fund.

 Travis Reeves a welder from Ok. Made a special large 10ft metal arch, Arnhart Cemetery sign for the entrance over the gate. This is a beautiful sign and it may resemble the original sign that once stood and designated this the Arnhart Cemetery many years ago. This was also made free of charge. Travis hauled it from his home in Oklahoma and installed it at the cemetery about a month ago. We are most grateful for his contribution. Travis & his wife Janis, are closely related to Thomas S. and Jeanette Arnhart ( Janice and Jeanette are sisters). The addition of this sign to the cemetery has made all the difference in appearance. It is now beginning to look more like what the cemetery should look like.  

A letter was written to the County Judge for assistance in helping to address some of the problems we are still having with the road. He has told me that he will help us out. I have asked them to put a culvert across the ditch that goes across the road, and to install tile in a couple of places where water runs across the road. I know he will help us out, just how fast he can get it done I can not tell you at the moment. I will continue to work on getting us a good road. I am not sure just how long it will take. Considering how we had nothing to start with I think we have made a good start on it. 

A cemetery plot layout was completed back in the summer, We have identified 89 graves that can be identified with head and footstones. This is many more than we had originally thought was there. We identified some rocks as miscellaneous stones and could be a part of a grave. They are listed as miscellaneous stones on the index. We also found some with initials, hat had not been reported or identified before. The new Cemetery plot also includes a new map with distance and directions to the cemetery from highway 16. We have discovered that it is not 4.5 miles from state highway 16 as originally reported it is only 2.2 miles from the highway too the cemetery. We also observed during our survey and making the plot, that almost half of the graves were small indicating a small child or infant was buried in these graves.

I have just completed a new Cemetery index for the Cemetery, It revises the original index put out by the Van Buren County Historical Commission. We now have much more information and some identification of  the folks buried there. We will need to discuss this index and make additional changed that you may have at our meeting.

A notice was published in the Van Buren County Democrat newspaper  in Clinton, AR  in March announcing the donors for the year 1998. We thank each and every one that helped us out. These donations are for a very good cause and your continued support is truly appreciated. If you know someone that has a connection to this cemetery we would appreciate you telling them about what we are doing, and ask them to help us out. I feel  we have made a very good start in the preservation of this cemetery.

Again we appreciate your support, and we also hope to see all of you at the meeting in May, 1999.

Sincerely, 

Thomas W. Arnhart

President 

Arnhart Cemetery Assoc. 

116 Oaklawn Dr. 

Conway, AR 72032-6702

Ph 5013274869

E-mail twa@ipa.net

